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DIGITALEUROPE, the association representing the digital technology industry in Europe, welcomes the 
opportunity to comment on the submitted REACH restriction proposal prepared by ECHA for the four phthalates 
- Diisobutyl phthalate (DIBP), Dibutyl phthalate (DBP), Benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP), Bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate 
(DEHP), open to consultation until December 15th 2016. 


The proposal as put forward by ECHA and Denmark raises one major concern for the members of DIGITALEUROPE. 
As you will be aware, under RoHS (2011/65/EU as amended by 2015/863/EU) the same four phthalates will be 
individually restricted with a threshold of 0.1 wt% each, at homogeneous material level as defined under RoHS. 


In order to avoid any inconsistencies with sector specific regulations, in the “Information note on the restriction 
report” the relevant European Commission services (DG GROW and DG ENV) have already indicated that they 
requested the RAC and the SEAC to exclude EEE, in line with the Commission’s Common Understanding between 
ROHS and REACH. As such, we request a derogation for electronics (EEE) covered by RoHS from the scope of this 
REACH restriction proposal for the four phthalates. 


In addition, we request that the REACH restriction would apply to the phthalate substances individually as 
opposed the combined use thereof. Keeping the phthalates separate similar to the other regulations allows for 
the simplest implementation by industry as well as authorities. 
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For more information please contact: 
Sofia Lettenbichler, DIGITALEUROPE’s Policy Manager Digital Sustainability 
+32 2 609 53 13 or sofia.lettenbichler @digitaleurope.org 


ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 


DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. 


DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s 
members include 62 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides 
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 


DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 


Corporate Members 


Airbus, Amazon Web Services, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, 
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Ingram Micro, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood 
Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 
Solutions, NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric IT Corporation, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas 
Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies, ZTE Corporation. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: |OO Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS 

Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS 

Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC 

Bulgaria: BAIT Ireland: ICT IRELAND Sweden: Foreningen 

Cyprus: CITEA Italy: ANITEC Teknikféretagen i Sverige, 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN Lithuania: INFOBALT IT&Telekomforetagen 

Estonia: ITL Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR Switzerland: SWICO 

Finland: FFTI Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, Portugal: AGEFE Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

Tech in France Romania: ANIS, APDETIC United Kingdom: techUK 
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